
order or priority. 

Determine your clean-up 
strategy prior to dinner. Do 

you want everyone to chip in 
and help or would you prefer 

to spend the time with the 
family and clean it up when 

they’re gone?  

 

Did you know that Novem-

ber is “Clean Our Your Re-

frigerator” Month? Not the 

most fun thing to 

„celebrate‟, but a worth-

while organizing task! 

Ask these questions 

while organizing... 
WHEN WAS THE LAST TIME I 

USED IT?  When organizing 

your home ask yourself which 
items you haven’t touched in 
the past 12 months. Chances 

are that you’re not going to 
use it in the next 12 either 

(tuxedos or punch bowls, 
aside). Of course, it’s natural 

to have a hard time letting go 
of the past. And if an old 

outfit or a bowling ball really 
means that much to you, then 
put it away with your keep-

sakes. Better yet, take a pic-
ture for your scrapbook and 

then donate it. Just don’t take 
up valuable space in active 

storage areas with items you 
don’t use regularly. Organiz-

ing your home is really about 
using the space you have 
effectively. 

WILL I EVER NEED THIS AGAIN?  

Be honest about this one! As 
you are considering keeping 

Here’s this 

month’s 

edition with 

organizing 

and redes-

ign ideas. 

Past eNews-
letters are 

available on 

www.OrderlyManor.com 
 

Start thinking about holiday 

planning NOW. Even if you 
just write a list of gift ideas 
for people, you’ve begun to 

get organized. Now is a great 
time to order Christmas 

cards, order items from cata-
logs, etc. to spread out the 

tasks and costs of the holi-
days. 

Design Ideas (BH&G, 10/09) 
  

 When sprucing up a room on a 

budget, retain the items that 

are the most expensive to 

replace, and work with them. 

 When painting a 

tray ceiling, the 

angled part should 

be painted the 

same as the wall color. This 

takes advantage of the ceiling 

height and helps draw your 

eye up. 

 Mount drapery hardware as 

close to the ceiling as possible 

— drape tops should hit about 

1 inch from the ceiling line for 

windows for walls to look 

taller. 

 Put drapers rods significantly 

wider than the width of a 

window frame. Window will 

look larger. 

 Use living room-size lamps on 

a bedside table to ensure 

enough readable light. 
 

10 Steps to a Relaxing 

Thanksgiving: 

Choose your preferred 

style: formal with everyone 
dressed up and using their 

best manners or a more infor-
mal relaxed style. If you’ve 

invited more people than your 
dining table will seat, decide 

whether to add extra tables or 
a set up a buffet and use 
couches and occasional chairs 

for seating. Arrange for extra 
chairs if necessary.  

Keep in mind the ages of 
the people involved and 

choose a time for the meal 
that will fit their needs. Young 

children may get too tired if 
you wait to sit down at 1:00 
pm. Consider seating for chil-

dren based on ages. Teenag-
ers might enjoy the day more 

seated together.  

Ask guests to identify their 
favorite dish include as 

many of them as possible. (If 
someone wants a pecan pie, 

and you don’t like to bake 
them, check out your local 
restaurant or bakery.) Don’t 

assume you have to do every-
thing. Why not invite guests 

to bring a favorite dish? (Or 
ask them to bring a table 

centerpiece or bottle of wine.)  

Plan your menu well in 
advance, make a shopping 

list, and purchase non-
perishables at the same time 
you do your regular shopping. 

If you’re planning to use a 
fresh turkey, place your order 

early.  

Get out the table linens 
before Thanksgiving morning 

make sure you have the sizes 
you need, and check to see if 
they need to be laundered, or 

ironed.  

Select table decorations. If 
you have children, involve 

them in the planning and 
execution of the celebration. 

Consider disposable 
Thanksgiving 

napkins.  
To save clean-up 
time, or if the fam-

ily china is insuffi-
cient to accommodate the 

guest list, attractive holiday 
disposable tableware is a 

viable option. Be sure you 
have enough serving dishes 

and utensils for the quantities 
you will be serving.  

If you’re having a sit-down 
dinner, consider setting your 

table the day before to mini-
mize last-minute stress. Make 

a checklist of things to be 
done on Thanksgiving Day in 

an item, ask yourself a few 
―reality check‖ questions: 

When would I need it? 

If you can picture a specific, 

concrete instance when you 
will need that bank statement 

from 1973 in the foreseeable 
future, then by all means 

keep it. However, ―I might 
need it someday‖ isn’t a good 

enough rationale. Figure out 
when and if that someday will 
occur – if you can’t come up 

with a solid answer, it’s gone. 

Why would I need it? 

Are you keeping clothes that 
no longer fit, appliances that 

don’t work, or 16 pairs of 
scissors when 2 would suf-

fice? Why? A good rule of 
thumb is to only keep an item 

if it is, ―beautiful, useful, or 
loved‖. Otherwise, what pur-
pose is it serving? And what 

would it take to make a bro-
ken toaster useful or that 

scratched-up chair beautiful 
again? Are you willing to in-

vest the time and effort? 

Who would ask me for it? 

People often hang onto stuff 
because they are afraid some-

one will ask them for it 
―someday‖. If you’re talking 
tax paperwork & conse-

quences involving the IRS or 
the police, keep it. If not, 

think twice. Hanging onto an 
ugly lamp that Aunt Martha 

gave you just in case she 
comes to visit isn’t a sign of 

respect – it’s creating clutter. 
Try to picture the worst thing 
that would happen if you got 

rid of it. It’s probably not that 
bad!    — adapted from Ramona Creel 
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You might be interested in 

my book, a compilation of 

organizing and redesign 

tips and solutions. Check 

out ―Common Sense 

Organizing‖, a download-

able e-book, at 

Lulu.com. 

 

HAPPY  

THANKSGIVING! 

Every so often, print out 
your email contacts. In 

programs like Yahoo, they 
offer a printable 

“address book” of names 
and email addresses. That 
way, in case something 

should happen, 
you’ll have a hard 

copy. 

$ave money on shipping by 
checking out the website 
òFreeshipping.orgó. It lists 

merchants that offer free ship-
ping coupons for online pur-

chases. 

The U.S. Postal Service needs 
to be very organized to de-

liver about 12 million 
packages every day 
through Christmas 

Eve. The busiest deliv-

ery day: December 20th. 

http://www.lulu.com/content/e-book/common-sense-organizing-from-orderly-manor/7275045
http://www.lulu.com/content/e-book/common-sense-organizing-from-orderly-manor/7275045

